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When you book a flight with Alaska Airlines ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , one of 
the details that must align perfectly  ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA)  is the 
passenger name on the ticket  ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) with the name on 
your government‑issued identification ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . Yet in 
practice ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , many travelers find themselves needing to 
“change a name” on their reservation for various reasons—typos ✈ [+1] [855] [542] 
[9315] (USA) , switch of last name after marriage or divorce ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] 
(USA) , or booking the ticket under an incomplete or slightly incorrect name (middle 
initial missing ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , order swapped ✈ [+1] [855] [542] 
[9315] (USA) , hyphen missing) ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . The question 
“Does Alaska allow name changes?” involves understanding the airline’s policy on 
name corrections ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , legal name updates ✈ [+1] [855] 
[542] [9315] (USA) , ticket transfers to another person ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] 
(USA) , associated fees ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , timing constraints ✈ [+1] 
[855] [542] [9315] (USA) , and documentation requirements ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] 
(USA) . The short answer is yes—Alaska permits some name changes under 
specific conditions—but there are limitations ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , fees 
✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , and eligibility rules you must understand to avoid 
travel disruption or unexpected costs ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . 

First ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , it’s important to clarify the types of name 
issues that may arise ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . Broadly ✈ [+1] [855] [542] 
[9315] (USA) , you could face: (1) a minor name correction—such as a misspelling 
(“Jonh” vs “John”) ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , a missing middle initial ✈ [+1] 
[855] [542] [9315] (USA) , reversal of first and last names ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] 
(USA) , a missing hyphen or accent; (2) a legal name change ✈ [+1] [855] [542] 
[9315] (USA) , for example following marriage ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , 
divorce ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , or court‑ordered name change; and (3) a 
desire to transfer the ticket entirely to another person (i ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] 
(USA) .e ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , 
changing from “Alice Smith” to “Bob Jones”) ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . 
Alaska’s policy treats each of these situations differently ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] 
(USA) . Minor corrections are easier to handle; legal name changes require 
documentation; transferring to another traveler is generally not permitted ✈ [+1] 
[855] [542] [9315] (USA) . Understanding which category your request falls into is the 
first step in determining what Alaska will allow ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . 



Alaska Airlines explicitly states that it allows minor name corrections ✈ [+1] [855] 
[542] [9315] (USA) . For example ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , if a spelling error 
has been made ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , or there has been a small change 
to how the name appears (such as middle name added vs omitted) or reversing first 
and last names ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , you may request the airline to 
correct the name to match your ID ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . The airline 
emphasises that the name on your boarding pass must exactly match your ID (first 
name ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , last name ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , 
inclusion of middle names/initials if required for your ID) so that you clear TSA ✈ 
[+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , check‐in ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , security 
and boarding ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . Therefore ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] 
(USA) , making corrections early is advisable ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . 

When it comes to legal name changes ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , Alaska’s 
policy also accommodates them ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , though with 
certain conditions ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . If your name has changed 
legally—because of marriage ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , divorce ✈ [+1] [855] 
[542] [9315] (USA) , or a formal legal change—you may request Alaska to update 
your ticketed name ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . In such cases ✈ [+1] [855] 
[542] [9315] (USA) , you must present valid proof of your name change (e ✈ [+1] 
[855] [542] [9315] (USA) .g ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . ✈ [+1] [855] [542] 
[9315] (USA) , a marriage certificate ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , divorce 
decree or legal document) ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . Once approved ✈ [+1] 
[855] [542] [9315] (USA) , the ticket can be reissued to reflect your new name ✈ [+1] 
[855] [542] [9315] (USA) . However ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , even here 
Alaska may impose a fee and may require the ticket to be unused and the change to 
be made well before departure ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . Some sources 
indicate that for legal name changes ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , Alaska waives 
the change fee if documentation is provided ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , but 
this may apply only under certain fare rules or for tickets wholly unused ✈ [+1] [855] 
[542] [9315] (USA) . 

Key in the policy is the notion that tickets are non‑transferable to another person ✈ 
[+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . Alaska does not permit ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] 
(USA) , in most circumstances ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , transferring your 
ticket to someone else who will travel in your place ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . 
If you want “Bob Jones” to fly instead of “Alice Smith” you have essentially 
purchased the wrong name ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , and Alaska treats that 
as canceling your ticket and purchasing a new one under the correct person’s name 
✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . The airline’s system does not allow a full “name 
change” to a wholly different traveler because of regulatory ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] 
(USA) , security and revenue‐management reasons ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) 
. Many airlines follow similar rules ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . So if you hoped 
to “give your ticket” to another traveler ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , you likely 



cannot ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . The policy is clear that ticket ownership 
remains with the person named on the reservation ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . 

A major practical consideration is fees and timing ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . 
Alaska Airlines indicates that if the name change request is beyond the 24‑hour 
cancellation window and is not simply a trivial correction ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] 
(USA) , the standard name change fee is USD $125 (or equivalent) ✈ [+1] [855] 
[542] [9315] (USA) . One guide states: “name changes are allowed for all AS tickets 
for a $125 fee ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . Must be reissued and repriced at the 
current fare…” Another source says that minor corrections may sometimes be free 
(especially if done within 24 hours) ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , but once past 
that window you should expect the $125 fee ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . It’s 
also noted that the fee may be waived when the request is made by a member with a 
certain elite status (for example MVP Gold) though details are limited ✈ [+1] [855] 
[542] [9315] (USA) . Because the fee cannot be deducted from the residual value of 
the ticket credit ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , you must pay the fee separately ✈ 
[+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . 

Timing matters ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . If the name correction is requested 
soon after booking (especially within 24 hours) and the ticket is unused ✈ [+1] [855] 
[542] [9315] (USA) , Alaska’s risk‑free period may allow for cancellations or 
corrections without fee ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . However ✈ [+1] [855] [542] 
[9315] (USA) , once the ticket has been partially used (one segment flown) ✈ [+1] 
[855] [542] [9315] (USA) , or the request is made very close to departure ✈ [+1] 
[855] [542] [9315] (USA) , the ability to change the name becomes far more limited 
and the cost may escalate ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . Many traveler reports 
confirm that “yes ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , you can change a name” but the 
earlier you do so ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , the smoother and cheaper the 
process ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . 

Documentation is another key requirement ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . For 
legal name changes ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , you must provide official proof 
of name change—marriage certificate ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , divorce 
decree ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , court order ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) 
, etc ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) .—and updated ID if available ✈ [+1] [855] 
[542] [9315] (USA) . For minor corrections ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , you may 
just need to provide proof of the correct spelling as per your government ID ✈ [+1] 
[855] [542] [9315] (USA) . Because the US Transportation Security Administration 
(TSA) and international border/immigration authorities require the name on the ticket 
to match the name on your ID exactly ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , Alaska must 
ensure that the name change is verified and documented appropriately ✈ [+1] [855] 
[542] [9315] (USA) . Without proper documentation you risk the name change being 
denied or require a cancellation and rebooking ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . 

It is also important to note that Alaska’s policy includes the condition that the ticket 
must be fully unused ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , issued by Alaska Airlines ✈ 



[+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , and on an Alaska‑operated segment (not code‑share) 
under certain ticket stock (AS ticket number) ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . If the 
ticket has been used ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , or is a partner‑operated flight 
or was booked through an online travel agency under a non‑Alaska ticketing system 
✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , the standard name change policy may not apply 
and you may face higher cost or denial ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . Some 
traveler discussions highlight that for partner or multi‐carrier itineraries ✈ [+1] [855] 
[542] [9315] (USA) , name changes are complicated or disallowed entirely ✈ [+1] 
[855] [542] [9315] (USA) , meaning that the airline may request a full cancellation 
and reissue ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . 

Another nuance is the difference between “name correction” and “name change ✈ 
[+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) .” Many traveler blogs underscore that small errors (a 
couple letters off ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , missing middle name) are 
handled as corrections ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , often at no fee or lower fee 
✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , whereas full changes (new legal name ✈ [+1] 
[855] [542] [9315] (USA) , different last name) are treated as “name change” and 
incur both documentation requirements and full fee ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . 
Alaska’s own internal information states that “name corrections can be made for 
Saver fare tickets ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , but name transfers and changes 
are not allowed ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) .” The term “name transfer” refers to 
changing the person flying; this is disallowed ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . The 
policy suggests that minor corrections are more liberal ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] 
(USA) , whereas major changes are more restricted ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) 
. 

From a travel‑planning perspective ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , here are 
practical guidelines to avoid problems ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . When you 
purchase your ticket with Alaska Airlines ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , carefully 
verify that the passenger name exactly matches your government issued ID 
(passport ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , driver’s license ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] 
(USA) , or for domestic travel appropriate ID) ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . Even 
small differences—missing middle name ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , hyphen 
missing ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , initials swapped—can trigger issues at 
check‑in or security ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . If you notice an error ✈ [+1] 
[855] [542] [9315] (USA) , contact Alaska immediately—preferably soon after 
booking ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . If your legal name will change (e ✈ [+1] 
[855] [542] [9315] (USA) .g ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . ✈ [+1] [855] [542] 
[9315] (USA) , you are getting married) ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , consider 
booking under your current legal name and then making the name change request 
once your updated ID is available ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . If you are flying 
internationally or on a partner airline segment ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , allow 
extra lead time for name corrections ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . If you booked 
a deeply discounted or non‑flexible ticket ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , the name 
change policy may be more restrictive and costlier ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , 



so consider that when booking ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . If you realize the 
name must change and you are well within the 24‑hour window ✈ [+1] [855] [542] 
[9315] (USA) , you may be better off canceling and rebooking under the correct 
name rather than trying to change the name later and pay the fee plus fare 
difference ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . 

There are also anecdotal traveler reports offering insight ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] 
(USA) . One user reported that Alaska changed their name on the ticket (after 
divorce) with no issue ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , provided that their ID 
matched the ticket and documentation was provided ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) 
. Others noted long wait times and difficulty when trying to change when the booking 
involved a partner‑carrier flight or when the change was made very late ✈ [+1] [855] 
[542] [9315] (USA) . Some also hinted that if only minor letters are wrong (e ✈ [+1] 
[855] [542] [9315] (USA) .g ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . ✈ [+1] [855] [542] 
[9315] (USA) , “Lopez” vs “Lopes”) Alaska will treat that as a correction and not 
charge the full fee ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . One user remarked: “Yes ✈ [+1] 
[855] [542] [9315] (USA) , chat with Alaska and they can change the name … As 
long as she has a valid ID that matches the name on the ticket ✈ [+1] [855] [542] 
[9315] (USA) , it’s fine ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) .” On the flip side ✈ [+1] 
[855] [542] [9315] (USA) , many warned that tickets booked through third‑party sites 
or containing partner carriers may not be eligible for Alaska’s standard name change 
policy ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , and you may face needing to cancel and 
rebook ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . 

It is also worth discussing what Alaska does not allow under its name change policy 
✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . Most importantly ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , 
full ticket transfers to another individual (a wholly different person) are disallowed ✈ 
[+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . This includes a request to change the name to 
someone else entirely for them to travel in your place ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] 
(USA) . Alaska may also limit the number of times a name correction can be made 
✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , or require that the ticket remains unused ✈ [+1] 
[855] [542] [9315] (USA) . Another limitation is that the name change fee cannot be 
deducted from the credit value of the ticket if you cancel; you must pay the fee 
separately ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . Some lower fare tickets may not be 
eligible for name changes or may be subject to more restrictive rules or higher fees 
✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . 

To summarise the typical fee landscape: For many Alaska Airlines tickets ✈ [+1] 
[855] [542] [9315] (USA) , a name change (beyond minor corrections) will cost 
around USD $125 when the ticket is unused and the request is made in advance ✈ 
[+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . Minor corrections done quickly may be free or incur 
minimal cost ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . If your name has legally changed and 
you provide documentation ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , Alaska may waive the 
fee in some cases or reduce it under certain fare classes or status levels ✈ [+1] 
[855] [542] [9315] (USA) . If the ticket involves partner carriers ✈ [+1] [855] [542] 



[9315] (USA) , has been partially used ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , or is very 
close to departure ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , the cost and complexity of the 
change increase significantly ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . 

In conclusion ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , Alaska Airlines does allow name 
changes and corrections—but only under specific conditions: the ticket must be 
unused (or have no segments flown) ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , the change 
must align with the passenger’s government‑issued ID ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] 
(USA) , appropriate documentation must be provided (especially for legal name 
changes) ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , the request must be made in advance ✈ 
[+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , and you must pay any applicable fee (commonly 
around USD $125) and fare difference where required ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] 
(USA) . You should not rely on being able to transfer your ticket to someone else; 
that is not part of Alaska’s standard policy ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . The 
earlier you notice and address a name issue ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , the 
better ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . By booking carefully ✈ [+1] [855] [542] 
[9315] (USA) , double‑checking your name at the time of purchase ✈ [+1] [855] [542] 
[9315] (USA) , and acting immediately if a change is needed ✈ [+1] [855] [542] 
[9315] (USA) , you reduce the risk of extra charges or complications at the airport ✈ 
[+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . Travelers with name change needs will find that 
Alaska offers a workable policy—but only if you approach it promptly ✈ [+1] [855] 
[542] [9315] (USA) , meet the criteria ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) , and 
understand the limitations ✈ [+1] [855] [542] [9315] (USA) . 
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